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About Easter 3 – Misericordias Domini 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! The life of Easter continues on forever. The Easter Season goes for seven weeks. It is a 

Week of Weeks, flowing from the First Day of the week, the Day of our Lord’s Resurrection, to the 50th Day of 

Easter known as Pentecost. The Third Week of Easter begins with the Introit words: The earth is full of the 

steadfast love of the Lord. The steadfast love of the Lord (misericordias Domini) can also be described as the 

Lord’s mercy and goodness. We know His mercy and goodness because we know He is our Good Shepherd. 

Our Lord Jesus is the Good Shepherd (John 10:11–16). He is not like the hireling, who cares nothing for 

the sheep and only for himself, who flees when he sees the wolf coming. Rather, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who 

seeks out His scattered sheep to deliver them (Ezek. 34:11–16). He gathers them and feeds them in rich pasture. 

He binds up the broken and strengthens the sick. He lays down His life for wandering and wayward sheep. On the 

cross, Christ bore in His body the attacks of the predators of sin and death and the devil for you that you might be 

saved. He now lives to restore your soul in the still waters of baptism, to lead you in the paths of righteousness by 

the voice of His Gospel, to prepare the table of His Holy Supper before you, that you may dwell in the house of 

the Lord forever (Psalm 23). “For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop 

of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25). 

 

 Psalm 23 with Luther 

The 23rd Psalm is a psalm of thanks in which a Christian heart praises and thanks God for teaching him and keeping 

him on the right way, comforting and protecting him in every danger through His Holy Word. The psalmist 

compares himself to a sheep that a faithful shepherd leads into fresh grass and cool water. In addition, he shows 

the table, the cup, and oil also as images from the Old Testament worship and calls it all God’s Word, as it is also 

called rod and staff, grass, water, and the way of righteousness. This psalm belongs with the Third Commandment 

(Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy) and with the Second Petition of the Lord’s Prayer (Thy kingdom 

come). 

Lord Jesus, who alone is that one Good Shepherd, thanks be unto You for all Your spiritual and bodily 

benefits. Let the Word of Your salvation dwell among us richly, and suffer not that trusty staff, the word of Your 

promise, to be taken from us. And when the shadow spreads over us, conduct us safely to the fold of the perfected 

saints, the tabernacle not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. 

Reading the Psalms with Luther, pp.59-60 
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Stand 

 

Invocation, Confession & Absolution 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Let us pray. O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. 

Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness 

and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Psalm Psalm 23; antiphon: v.6 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
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4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now and will be forever. Amen. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:21-25 
21 To this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 

you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he 

was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 

himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die 

to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, 

but have now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Alleluia  

P Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

C    Alleluia! I am the good shepherd. I know My own and My own know me. 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Holy Gospel John 10:11-18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who 

is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and 

cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 

one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may 
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take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay 

it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 
710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 
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Sermon 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver T us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave 

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the T Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy 

upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 

Thy peace. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
 
After all have communed, please stand… 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine 

eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a 

light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father 
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and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

A Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 
740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 
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